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is not apparent. Joanna of Austria was buried in the church
of San Lorenzo, and when in 1857 the Medici coffins were
opened her body was found so well preserved by the em-
balming process employed as to appeal only just buried, even
the colour of the face being unaltered.22

The year after Joannas death Francis married Bianca
Capello, whose unvarying lovei he had been for fifteen years.
The remaining nine years of his reign were almost entirely
devoid of incident, either political or domestic, and his in-
terests became more and more centred in those studies in
natural science to which he was devoted. Francis had an abso-
lute passion for chemistiy and natural science. By far the
greater part of his time was spent in his laboratory; and so
reluctant was he to be drawn away from his experiments thai
he would often give audience to his Secretaries of State stand-
ing before his furnace, bellows in hand. It was he who first
discovered the method of melting rock crystal, and he became
distinguished for his skill and taste in making vases in this
material, many of which are still to be seen in the Gem Room
of the Uffizi Gallery, He was also the first to achieve the
manufacture of porcelain in imitation of the Chinese, and he
founded the existing porcelain industry of Florence which
has attained much celebrity.

Francis had also the usual Medicean fondness for art and
literature. He gave liberal encouragement to all artists, and
in particular to Giovanni da Bologna (1524-1608), the lead-
ing sculptor of the day; and it was for Francis that the latter
executed the well-known statue of Mercury, noxv in the
museum of the Bargello.23 For Francis was also executed by
the same sculptor the group of the Rape of the Sabwes, which
now stands in the Loggia de' Lanzi, and the statue of
Abundance, placed at the highest point of the Boboli gar-
dens, facing the palace, and said to represent Francis's first
wife, Joanna of Austria. His desire to promote the cause of
literature resulted in the foundation in 1582 of the celebrated